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Dear Mr Dornan 

RE: Education and Skills Committee Roundtable of 15 March 2017 - Children’s Hearings 

System – Taking Stock of Reforms 

Thank you for the invitation to give evidence to the roundtable discussion of 15 March 2017 on taking 

stock of reforms in the Children’s Hearings System. The opportunity to be part of the discussion and 

reflect on children’s experiences, the progress to date, and consider improvements going forward was 

most welcome.  

I would like to offer one further point of information to the Committee. At the roundtable discussion, 

Daniel Johnson MSP asked a question: “in which types of Children's Hearings cases were solicitors 

more likely to be present?” At the time I did not have a response, however the researcher involved in 

the research into solicitors in the hearing system – undertaken by CELCIS and commissioned by the 

Scottish Legal Aid Board has subsequently offered this information to Mr Johnson and the Committee: 

"We did not conduct any analysis of the types of cases that solicitors are involved in, and this 

information is not provided by the SLAB annual reports. Through the focus groups and interviews 

conducted for the research into the Role of the Solicitor in the Children’s Hearings System, we received 

some anecdotal information that solicitors are involved in the more complex cases, and cases where 

contact is disputed by parents/relevant others. It is important to note that this information was not 

specifically, or consistently, elicited, nor was it gathered from a representative sample. As such, it may 

well not represent the reality on the ground." 

I hope this clarification is useful. For you convenience, I include a link to the research report here. 

We would be very pleased to answer any additional questions about this and in the future offer our 

ongoing support in your consideration of these matters.  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

Jennifer Davidson 

Executive Director 

Institute for Inspiring Children’s Futures and CELCIS 

https://www.celcis.org/files/8514/7576/7298/CELCIS-The_role_of_the_solicitor_in_the_Childrens_Hearing_System_-_2016.pdf

